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Eugene Charles Adams was born on November 3, 
1923 in Maywood, IL.

On January 30, 1941 he enlisted into the US Navy 
at Navy Recruiting Station (NRS) St. Louis, MO.  On 
December 7, 1941, he was serving on the U.S.S. New 
Orleans at Pearl Harbor when it was hit during the attack. 
His daughter explained that, “He did not talk about the 
attack much but I remember that he wouldn't eat oranges, 
that even the smell made him sick. This is because when 
the bomb struck, the sailors had been eating oranges, and 
the smell of burning flesh, mixed with the scent of those 
oranges, and the screams and the smoke- He never forgot 
that. I know that is a horribly gruesome memory that he 
shared with me but never forget the horror. He was 18 
years old.”   

September 25 1945 he was discharged at the US 
Navy Separation Center, Great Lakes, IL.  He served on 
the U.S.S. New Orleans for the entire war and reached the 
rank of Yeoman 2nd Class.

On May 2nd, 2000 He died at the veteran's home in 
Quincy and is buried at Sunset Cemetery, Quincy, Adams 
County, Illinois. 

Special Thank You to Mrs. Louise Bartnicki for her 
assistance with the genealogical research. 

If you’d like to read more about Yeoman 2nd Class 
Adams, or other Veterans, check out our archival binders at 
the Chicagoland Combined Veterans Museum & Library.  
You contact Lorenzo A. Fiorentino at 
lorenzoafiorentino@yahoo.com for more information.
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U.S.S. New Orleans

Attack on Pearl Harbor:  Moored in Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, 

New Orleans was taking power and light from the dock, her engines under 

repair. With yard power out during the attack, New Orleans' engineers 

began to raise steam, working by flashlight, while on deck men fired on the 

Japanese attackers with rifles and pistols. The crew was forced to break 

the locks on the ammunition ready boxes as the keys couldn't be located, 

and because the ship was taking power from the dock, the 5"/25 cal AA 

gun had to be aimed and fired manually. The gunners topside were 

ducking machine gun bullets and shrapnel, training their guns manually, as 

they had no ammunition other than the few shells in their ready boxes. 

The ammunition hoists did not have power, making it nearly impossible to 

get more ammunition topside to the gun crews. The 54 lb (24 kg) shells 

had to be pulled up the powerless hoists by ropes attached to their metal 

cases. Every man with no specific job at the moment formed ammunition 

lines to get the shells to the guns. A number of her crew were injured 

when a fragmentation bomb exploded close aboard. New Orleans suffered 

no severe damage during the attack. The ship's chaplain was Howell Forgy, 

who during the attack walked the ammo handling lines patting sailors on 

the back and urging them to "Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition".





Selective Service 
Registration card 
dated October 4th, 1945.



US Navy Discharge 
“Ruptured Duck” patch
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